
 

1 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (15
th

-OCTOBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

On August 27, Friday, India set a new record for a single day’s vaccination — 10.7 million doses, 

up from 8.3 million vaccinations on the previous two days and over 6.3 million doses on August 23-24. 

However, on Saturday, the numbers dropped sharply to 7.9 million; 3.4 million doses were administered 

on August 29, but Sundays have always registered low numbers. A similar pattern was seen on June 21 

— 8.7 million doses on a single day, which dropped to 5.8 million the next day and remained nearly 

stable at over six million for a week; the number of doses administered fell to three million-four million 

doses in the first half of July. The June 21 record appeared more to coincide with the day when the 

revised COVID-19 vaccination strategy came into effect, i.e., the Government procured 75% of the 

vaccines produced and supplied them to States for free. Though the record on August 27 does not 

coincide with any occasion, it does suggest that the intent was more to achieve a “momentous feat” of 

crossing the 10-million mark; the steep fall in vaccinations the very next day gives rise to scepticism. 

During the pandemic, the focus should not be on setting records but on consistently vaccinating a large 

number of people daily and ensuring that vaccines are available at all centres every day; uncertainty in 

vaccine availability does not help in increasing uptake especially among the poor. 

With vaccination being a safe and sure way to drastically cut the risk of hospitalisation due to 

severe COVID-19 disease and death, efforts should be to quickly and consistently vaccinate large 

numbers each day. For this, equitable and a regular supply of a large number of doses to all States is 

needed. One sure way to increase the number of daily doses is when the Government procures 100% of 

vaccines produced with no separate allocation to private hospitals. Precious time and doses were 

wasted between May and July 15 when private hospitals utilised only 7%-9% of vaccines produced 

against an allotment of 25%. The Government has belatedly revised the June 7 policy such that 

manufacturers will not set aside 25% of vaccines produced for private hospitals but instead supply as 

per demand and allot the remaining to the Government. If the rationale for allowing the manufacturers 

to sell vaccines to private hospitals at a higher price was to fund vaccine research, the small uptake by 

the private hospitals does not meet that objective. Hence, the Government should procure all the 

vaccines produced as this will help in better vaccine allotment to States, reduce vaccine inequity and 

increase uptake, and States can plan daily vaccination strategies in a more organised manner. 

 

 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of 

something. 

 drop (verb) – decrease, lessen, reduce, fall, 

decline. 

 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, 

apply (a drug/vaccine). 

 coincide with (verb) – coexist, concur, happen 

together, be concurrent. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 

achieve a more expansive set of political, 

economic, and security interests). 

 come into effect (phrase) – become 

applicable; come into force. 

 procure (verb) – buy, purchase. 

 intent (noun) – aim, purpose, intention, 

objective. 

 momentous (adjective) – significant, 

important, crucial, critical. 

 feat (noun) – achievement, accomplishment, 

attainment. 

 steep (adjective) – sudden, sharp, rapid. 

 give rise to (phrase) – cause, bring in, result in, 

produce, bring about. 

 scepticism (noun) – doubt, suspicion/mistrust, 

wariness, lack of conviction. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 uncertainty (noun) – unpredictability, 

unreliability, unsureness, indecision. 

 uptake (noun) – the action of taking up 

something (available/given). 

 sure (adjective) – guaranteed, unfailing, 

reliable, dependable, trustworthy, unfailing. 

 drastically (adverb) – substantially, seriously, 

desperately. 
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 cut (verb) – reduce, decrease, lessen. 

 hospitalisation (noun) – the act of taking (or) 

admitting someone to (or) in hospital for 

treatment. 

 equitable (adjective) – impartial, even-handed, 

unbiased, fair, reasonable. 

 belatedly (adverb) – later than expected; 

behind time; slowly, tardily. 

 set aside (phrasal verb) – put aside, put away, 

keep, reserve. 

 rationale (noun) – reason, logic, grounds, 

basis, motive. 

 inequity (noun) – unfairness, partiality, 

favouritism, bias, discrimination. 

 organized (adjective) – well 

ordered/regulated, efficient, methodical, 

planned, systematic, structured. 

************************************************************************************* 

President Joe Biden has found himself in the uncomfortable position of facing not only the 

expected criticism from Republicans for his country’s hasty, botched exit from Afghanistan but also 

brickbats from within the Democratic Party and among the broader American public. The killing of at 

least 13 U.S. troops and dozens of Afghan civilians in the bomb blasts last week underscored the 

apparent lack of planning behind the withdrawal despite prior knowledge of its approaching deadline. 

The chaotic, violent scenes at Kabul airport, undergirded by the deep irony of the Taliban’s unchallenged 

takeover of Kabul and other Afghan territories, have also no doubt stung U.S. policymakers, especially 

over comparisons to Saigon in 1975. How can Mr. Biden now hope to sell the big picture of 

Washington’s engagement in the South Asia region to his domestic political constituents in a way that 

limits the reputational damage to the White House? The first step will be, at long last, to shift the 

American policy paradigm on Afghanistan from a boilerplate approach toward institution-building to 

recognising the political complexities of governing a society where tribal and ethnic loyalties supersede 

western norms of rational decision-making by government. In part, this means not demonising or 

cutting ties with the Taliban before they have had an opportunity to settle into power and announce 

intentions for governing Afghanistan. There must also be a recognition of the role that third parties are 

going to play, for better or worse. That must include everything from the Pakistani ISI’s shadowy 

dealings through proxies such as the Haqqani Network, China’s relentless push for access to economic 

projects, and India’s civilisational and ‘soft power’ links. 

In the big picture, there is an unsettling question for Washington to answer, on whether in 

persisting with the Trump-era promise to pull U.S. troops out of Afghanistan, Mr. Biden will be able to 

reassure Asian allies and partners that the U.S. will not also play a diminished strategic role in the 

broader Asia region. To an extent, U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris’s Singapore and Vietnam trip was 

aimed at assuaging such concerns and shoring up enthusiasm for the rules-based international order 

that has taken a beating. Yet, unless Washington follows up such summit meetings with ground-level 

engagement, for example through the Quad or deeper bilateral initiatives with friendly democracies 

including India, Asian powers will be hard pressed to assume anything other than Washington’s 

indifference toward their interests. The danger for the West of considerable blowback that could 

emerge thus are at least two-fold: first, Afghanistan’s cyclical transitions from western-occupied 

territory to abandoned nation and ultimately a breeding ground for global terror outfits is well-

documented; and second, China will be only too glad to step into the breach should any new spaces be 

ceded in the pecking order of regional hegemony in Asia. 

 

 push for (phrasal verb) – work for, support for, 

urge, promote, advocate, recommend, 

champion, espouse. 

 rules-based (adjective) – based on a 

predetermined set of principles. 

 world/international/global order (noun) – the 

arrangement of power and authority that 

provides the system for the conduct of 

diplomacy and world politics in relation to the 

entire world. 
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 debacle (noun) – fiasco, failure, disaster. 

 find oneself in (verb) – discover, come across, 

come upon (oneself to be in a specific 

position/situation).   

 hasty (adjective) – hurried, rapid/quick; 

reckless, ill-considered, ill-advised. 

 botch (verb) – to perform a task carelessly & 

awkwardly; to work clumsily; mishandle, 

mismanage, bungle, do badly, mess up/screw 

up. 

 botched (adjective) – relating to an 

activity/task) done, performed carelessly & 

awkwardly. 

 brickbat (noun) – critical remark; criticism, 

censure, flak, disapproval. 

 civilian (noun) – non-military person, ordinary 

citizen. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 apparent (adjective) – evident/clear, visible, 

noticeable, recognizable. 

 lack of (noun) – non-existence, absence, 

deficiency. 

 withdrawal (noun) – retreat, departure, 

disengagement. 

 chaotic (adjective) – confused, disrupted, 

tumultuous, disorganized.  

 undergird (verb) – bear, brace, 

support/uphold, bolster, underpin, reinforce, 

strengthen. 

 irony (noun) – paradox, incongruity, 

peculiarity; contradiction, a strange/funny 

situation where things are happening the other 

way around (than expected). 

 unchallenged (adjective) – unquestioned, 

undisputed, undoubted, unequivocal. 

 takeover (noun) – seizure, occupation, 

capture; gaining of control, change of 

ownership. 

 stung past or past participle of sting (verb) – 

upset, distress, hurt. 

 the fall of Saigon (phrase) – it refers to the 

capture of Saigon, the South Vietnamese 

capital, on 30 April 1975 by communist forces 

of the People’s Army of Vietnam and the Viet 

Cong. (The Vietnam War was a conflict 

between the communist government of North 

Vietnam supported by the Soviet Union, and 

South Vietnam supported by its principal ally, 

the US. It was costly war for the US and 

continued almost for 20 years. America 

withdrew its military from South Vietnam in 

1973, and two years later the country 

announced its surrender after Northern forces 

took Saigon (Ho Chi Minh) City). After 

capturing it, the North Vietnam changed the 

name of Saigon to Ho Chi Minh City). 

 sell (verb) – persuade someone to accept, win 

someone over to, get acceptance for, win 

approval for, get support for, promote. 

 the big/larger picture (phrase) – broad/overall 

view of a situation/problem. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking 

part, involvement. 

 constituent (noun) – voter, elector, member of 

the electorate. 

 in a way (phrase) – to a certain 

level/degree/extent (to lessen the effect of 

something) 

 at long last (phrase) – finally, in the end, 

eventually. 

 paradigm (noun) – model, pattern, case in 

point. 

 boilerplate (noun as modifier) – relating to 

predictable ideas/approaches. 

 institution-building (noun) – it has two parts, 

activities that are ‘organisational building’ that 

enhance organisational performance, and 

other activities that are ‘aimed to change the 

methods through which societies are 

regulated’. 
 ethnic (adjective) – relating to a population 

subgroup (cultural, national, traditional/folk) 

with a common national or cultural tradition. 

 loyalty (noun) – allegiance, faithfulness, 

adherence. 

 supersede (verb) – replace, supplant, take over 

from, substitute for, remove, override. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, rules of 

conduct. 

 rational (adjective) – logical, well reasoned, 

sensible, reasonable. 

 in part (phrase) – to a certain degree/level/ 

extent, somewhat, relatively, comparatively. 
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 demonise (verb) – to show 

someone/something as evil/wicked/bad. 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) (noun) – a 

primary intelligence agency in Pakistan.  

 intelligence (noun) – the collection/gathering 

of (military/political) information from around 

the world. 

 shadowy (adjective) – indistinguishable, 

unrecognizable, ill-defined. 

 proxy (noun) – deputy, representative, 

substitute. (proxy war means war through a 

representative/agent). 

 Haqqani Network (noun) – a major group 

within the Taliban that’s driving the campaigns 

on the battlefield. 

 relentless (adjective) – constant, continuous, 

non-stop, unceasing. 

 civilisational (adjective) – relating to 

civilisation (culture, customs, way of life). 

 smart power (noun) – In international 

relations, the term smart power refers to the 

combination of hard power and soft power 

strategies. 

 unsettling (adjective) – discomfiting, 

disconcerting, disturbing, troubling. 

 persist (verb) – continue, remain, linger, stay. 

 pull out (phrasal verb) – withdraw, remove, 

get out. 

 ally (noun) – a country/state with an alliance 

with another one in which they promise to 

support each other militarily and to defend 

each other. 

 diminished (adjective) – reduced, decreased, 

lessened, curtailed, truncated, trimmed. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving 

long-term or overall goals. 

 assuage (verb) – alleviate, soothe, mitigate, 

tone down, decrease, reduce, lower. 

 shore up (phrasal verb) – support, assist, 

strengthen, fortify, buttress. 

 enthusiasm (noun) – eagerness, excitement, 

zeal. 

 take a beating (phrase) – suffer damage. 

 summit (noun) – meeting, conference, 

conclave. (International meeting/conference of 

heads of state/government). 

 ground-level (adjective) – relating to the 

practical conditions/situations. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, partaking, 

involvement. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 hard pressed (adjective) – in difficulties, under 

pressure, under stress, troubled. 

 indifference (noun) – unconcern about, apathy 

about, lack of interest in, disregard for. 

 interest (noun) – common concerns. 

 the West (noun) – The Western 

world/civilization consisting of the majority of 

Europe & the North America. 

 considerable (adjective) – substantial, 

appreciable, significant, a lot of. 

 blowback (noun) – unexpected (bad & 

harmful) outcomes; negative 

consequences/results/reactions of an action or 

decision (particularly, of a political action). 

 two-fold (adjective) – having two 

parts/elements. 

 cyclical (adjective) – recurrent, recurring, 

repeated, repetitive. 

 transition (noun) – change, transformation, 

adaptation, adjustment. 

 breeding ground (noun) – a place or situation 

that causes the (uncontrolled) 

transmission/spreading of infectious disease. 

 outfit (noun) – group. 

 well-documented (adjective) – used to 

mention something known to be true as there 

are so many documents/records available to 

prove it; well-attested. 

 step into the breach (phrase) – fill in, take 

over, act as substitute, hold the fort. 

 cede (verb) – lose, give up, concede 

(power/authority). 

 pecking order (noun) – line of dominance, 

power-structure, social hierarchy, social-

stratification. 

 hegemony (noun) – leadership, dominance, 

authority. 

http://www.vanik.org/

